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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS.A QUARTER OF A CENTURY, ONE GENERATION.

A long time ago perhaps, but for those of us who were a part of that his-

tory, even with senior moments creeping in, the memories are vivid.
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clamber atop a military transport vehicle, all the
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THE WAY IT WAS: The tolohid fields of the then open Ortigas area in Pasig became
the parking kot for tanks and other military tramsport (abowe), a3 well as soldiers ak ng 3
Greather, whilt a ways off. on Ortigas Avenue, thousands stayed in the streets o protect

mp Aguinaldo. A sign calling for prayer proves prophetic: God did listen (top right)
aen. Fidel Ramos makes his famous victory jump. a a grim-faced defense secretary Juan
once Enrile speaks to the crowds in Camp Crame (right). Soldiers read about the four-
day revelution that would change the country = and then the world (top heft).
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The People Power Revolution of 1986 is not some-
thing one forgets. On a large scale, it changed not just
our country, but also the world and the way revolutions
are waged. As we mark the 25th anniversary of our Peo-
ple Power, a nation far away changed its leadership in
much the same way - without violence, with the people
crying out for and achieving change.

This whole week, as the nation celebrates People Pow-
ef, the stories of those four days in February 1986 will be
retold, some details perhaps fuzzy now, but the feeling
of pride, of nationhood, of heroism even just on a small
scale, of making a stand, of fighting for something we
were sure was worthy and noble... will come flooding
back.

Before gathering at EDSA we had sustained a long
and difficult protest, waged a difficult campaign, went
through a difficult electoral exercise. We rallied behind
a ~_:i1'|1|'||u housewife, a woman dressed in sunshine, a
reluctant candidate who admitted she knew nothing -

of corruption, of stealing - and following her lead we
achieved the impossible.

The world marveled - we marveled, wondering how
it all hﬂpp-.'uni. In 1984 there was no precedent, noth-
ing like this had ever been done before anywhere in the
world. People went to EDSA on the eveningof Feb. 22 on
sheer instinct and perhaps impulse - not thinking of the
consequences or the possible soenarios, because if they
did probably very few would have gone They pnﬂ;-
ably had no idea of what they hoped to achieve there
at EDSA, on the road in between two r:'.||it.l|r!|.' camps,
answering the call of a cardinal to protect a soldier and
a minister, both of whom had been part of the dictator's
machinery.

Historians may eschew as superstition the claims that
a divine hand had guided the people and choreographed
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the events of those four days. But when thousands upon thousands move as
one, acting on litthe more than faith and that Pinoy sense of pekikizama, when
newspapers spread out on the pavement is a welcome bed for the night and
the pan de gal that an itinerant vendor offers for free is the best breakfast vou'd
ever had, you cannot but believe that is is not a purely human endeavor.

In the next few days, whether or not you were there 25 years ago, and'
whether or not you join the present-day celebrations at EDSA and elsewhere
do share in the euphoria of those four days, and try to remember what it meant
- and means - to be Filipino, to have fought for and won our freedom and re
gained our dignity. And after February, to keep that spirit alive, and live liks
people powered, and empowered. ™
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A HEW DAY DAWMIMNG: Cn Mendiols street leading to Malacafang, people cart away

1 barbed wire barrier. dreaded symbod of a regime isolated and separaved from e e i
[above). After the gates of the Palace were opened to the people, throngs waving yellow
ribbons and flashing the Laban sign celebrate underncath the Philippine flag and a campaign
poster on the grounds of Malcaiang (right and on the cover) Cory Aquine halds a press
conference (right. middle), flanked by her vice president Sabvador Laurel and Juan Ponce
Enrile. President Cory Aquino takes her oath at Chubs Filiping before Chigf Justice Claudio
Tochankee, the Bible held by her mother-in-ls S Aquinoe (bop right). President Cory's
frst vinit 0o Malacafang (top left), with |oker Arroyo, who would became her executive

- secretry. Dpposite page: Once forbidden territory, Mendiola and |.P. Laurel strests arcund
Makscanang were made accessible vo the public, with vendors selling People Powrer and Cory
souvenirs doing brisk business. 'We asked photographer Val Rodriguez if he remembered
shat President Cory was saying to hilmn wehien this photo was @ken; she asked if he had had
spmeching to eat, and then handed him some tompalad (Sweetened tamaring).
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